
lyzingly self-
conscious 
'predicaments of cul-
ture' into confident 
'ecstasies of cultures 
recombined.' 
He had the guts, what 
is more, to confront 

What identifies Jean-
Michel Basquiat as a 
major artist is cour-
age and full powers of 
self-transformation.   
That courage, mean-
ing not being afraid to 
fail, transforms para-
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...Since he had an enormous appetite for drugs, expensive clothing, fancy restau-

rants and first-class travel, this meant that he was tempted to work around the 

clock. Stoked by cocaine and marijuana, he'd often paint 18 hours in a row and 

then use heroin to get to sleep. When he awoke, he'd start off where he left off.  

New York art chal-
lenge number one: 
can you transform 
self and heritage into 
something new and 
named?  
  
— Robert Farris 
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Believe it 

or not, I 

can  

actually 

draw.  

 

— Jean-Michel 

Basquiat 


